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brought up by her mother, who, it was told, had
stabbed with her own hand a page presumptuous
enough to make love to her daughter; yet, though
an inexperienced girl of barely eighteen, she had all
the arts and tricks and depraved instincts of a cour-
tesan, eager to profit by the passions she inspired
without sharing. Her somewhat swarthy and viva-
cious features, her expressive eyes sometimes melt-
ing, oftener cold and imperious, her nervous mouth,
her slim and active shape, were well in keeping with
her restless and unscrupulous ambition, her malicious
and cynical wit.

Since the King had been willing to marry the
Duchess of Beaufort, there appeared to Henriette
and her family to be no reason why, if they played
their cards well, she should not be Queen. On
public grounds there would be less to urge against
such a match ; no question could be raised as to the
legitimacy of her children. Mademoiselle d'Entra-
gues therefore did her best to inflame the King's
passion. She herself would not bargain with her
sovereign. She was his to command, and she grate-
fully received his gifts; rich jewels and a princely
fortune. But her father's sense of honour was so
nice that he could bear no blot on his scutcheon, and
she was carefully watched by her mother. At length
early in October, the King placed in her hands the
following amazing document: " We, Henry by the
Grace of God, King of France and Navarre, promise
and swear before God and by our faith and kingly
word-to Monsieur Francois de Balzac, Sieur d'En-
tragues, etc., etc., that he, giving us to be our consort